Central Junior High School

Symphonic Band Handbook

2009-2010
Director, Mr. Kyle Newgard

Band Office: 309-427-5254

newgardk@epd86.org
Welcome
We are very glad that you have chosen to be a part of the Central Junior High School band program.  This handbook has been written for CJHS band members and their parents to provide information regarding the purpose, procedures, and activities of the band program. A guideline of policies and regulations is also included in this handbook. Please read the handbook carefully, then sign and return the form on the last page.  We wish you much success in your musical endeavors.

Concert Bands
The Central Junior High Band Program is dedicated to giving students the opportunity to grow musically, socially, and academically.  Through musical performance, students learn how to perform and appreciate music of a variety of styles and levels of difficulty.  Through group involvement, students learn how to work together to achieve common goals and develop group discipline and respect for fellow students.  Students learn to focus on goals and achievements that are more than personal and develop self-discipline.  Through the study of harmony, scales, rhythms, etc, students develop skills that will allow them to truly understand and appreciate the foundation of music as well as the aesthetics.

At Central, there is a 6th and a 7th/8th grade concert band.  Students will play a variety of music from classical to popular literature.  Emphasis is placed on the development of fundamental skills related to posture, breathing, embouchure, fingerings, counting, music reading, and overall tone production.  Regular practice is a must and private instruction is strongly encouraged. 

Marching Band
The Central Junior High Marching Band is comprised of only the 7th/8th grade Symphonic Band students.  They will march in several parades and a high school football game.
Jazz Bands
Any student in the Central Junior High School Band program (6th, 7th or 8th grade band) is eligible to participate in a jazz band.  It is the Director’s choice who is placed in Jazz Band 1 and 2 and can change personnel if the Director sees that it will help the entire band.  Students enrolled in extra-curricular activities at Central can be in jazz band. Students are encouraged to be involved in a variety of activities while at Central. I, the Director, will try to resolve all conflicts of extra-curricular activities.  If conflicts cannot be resolved the person may be ask to choose one or the other to resolve the conflict. 
Jazz Band 1 
Meets Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 7:00-8:00 am
Jazz Band 2 
Meets Tuesday and Thursday from 7:00-8:00 am
Band Equipment

Instruments

Your instrument is extremely valuable and proper care should be taken to maintain its value.  Should your instrument be in need of repair, you must always check with the Director before taking it to the shop.  Never try to repair the instrument yourself, as you may not have the proper tools or skills required.  All instruments must have a permanent name tag.  NO ONE SHOULD PLAY OR HANDLE AN INSTRUMENT THAT BELONGS TO SOMEONE ELSE.

School Owned Instruments

Students who play school owned instruments should take the same care as they would their own instrument.  The student is liable for damage due to negligence or carelessness and for loss, but not for normal wear.  The student must always inform the Director of any repairs needed.
Music and Folders

Show the proper respect and care for your music and folder.  All markings on the music should be made in PENCIL only.  

Band Room
These are your rooms and should reflect your attitude towards the band program.  Show respect and pride by keeping them neat and clean.  NO FOOD, DRINK, OR GUM IS ALLOWED IN THE BAND ROOM.  There will be absolutely no tolerance for gum, candy, or soda in the facility…DO NOT BRING IT TO CLASS!

Individual Equipment

Flutes:  Cleaning/Tuning Rod.

Oboes:  Two good medium fiber cane reeds and a reed swab.

Clarinets, All Saxes:  A minimum of four good reeds (Vandoren Preferred) strength 2 ½, 3, 3 ½ (as the Director advises), reed guard (holds 4 reeds), cork grease, and a cleaning swab.


Trumpets, Baritones, and Tubas:  Blue Juice or Al Cass valve oil, mouthpiece brush, and tuning slide grease.

French Horns:  Rotary valve oil, a mouthpiece brush, and tuning slide grease.

Trombones:  Super Slick slide cream, a mouthpiece brush, and tuning slide grease.

Percussion:  Snare Drum Sticks—size 5A, and a stick bag.  (The Director may recommend other sticks)

Instrument Storage

Students will have to keep their instruments IN their lockers or in their homeroom until the new band room is here. I will make room for larger instruments including bari sax, tuba, and baritone near the band room. Please DO NOT place instruments on top of the lockers as they could easily get stolen. District 86 is not responsible for any damaged, broken, or stolen items left at school.

Band Passes
Students will automatically receive 3 band passes at the beginning of each quarter.  This totals 12 passes a year.  These passes may be used at the discretion of the student.  They may choose to stay in study hall due to a large amount of homework, to study for a test, to work on a group project, etc.  I encourage each student to use these passes wisely. Students must get my permission before leaving the band room and sign out and state the reason for using a band pass.  I will then keep track of the number of passes used.  You may view these on the website under service points.  Passes may not be used on Wednesdays.  Students do not have to use passes for these days.
Rehearsal Procedures and Expectations

1. Be in the Band Room before the bell rings.

2. Bring materials—instrument, music, and pencil.

3. Take only your instrument and music to your chair.

4. Be polite, courteous, and respectful to EVERYONE at all times.

5. Keep your hands, feet and objects to yourself.

6. When the rehearsal begins, there will be NO unnecessary talking or playing.  Please use appropriate language.

7. Be prepared to play the day’s music.

8. If you do not have the music, let the Director know as soon as possible.

9. No gum, food, soda, candy, snacks, etc allowed during lessons or rehearsal.

10. Rehearsals will end with sufficient time to pack up and put away instruments.

Performances
The Band Director must be given notice 2 weeks prior to the performance to be missed. The exceptions are if the student is participating in a band or school related activity, has an illness, or has a death in the family. 

Concert Attire

All students will wear black pants, shoes, socks, belt, and band polo.
Marching Attire

The students will wear their blue “East Peoria Band” shirt with black pants, black socks, black shoes, and a black belt.  These shirts are given to the students when they join band in 6th grade.  However, if lost there is a $5 charge for a new shirt.
Practice and Private Lessons
It is the students’ responsibility to practice and learn his/her assigned lesson and band music.  Students should practice 20-30 minutes at least 5 nights a week.  If you are having trouble learning your music, do not hesitate to request assistance from the Director.  Private lessons are highly encouraged and a list of good teachers will be provided as the school year starts.  

Service Points
Service points are only for 7th/8th grade band students.  Service points are earned on an individual basis.  I will keep track of each student’s points and these can be viewed on our website.  I will only keep track of band events. Each student is responsible for turning in extra service points.  The service points begin on May 5th.  The students with the most service points at the end of the year are awarded on the fine arts trip with the destination to be determined by the Music Boosters and myself.  PLEASE DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO TURN IN POINTS.  Turning points in as they happen not only help me with paper work, but also will give each student an accurate count throughout the year.

The Importance of Discipline
It is expected that each student conduct himself/herself properly with regard to his/her actions, manners, and dress.  All band students are expected to demonstrate good discipline—excessive talking, lack of following the rules, talking back to the Director, and a general lack of respect will NOT be tolerated.  Because band members are often on display at public concerts, festivals, and performances, each student must always remember that his/her actions represent the band program as well as Central Junior High School.

Cell Phones
Cell phones are not permitted in my class.  If I see a cell phone, it will go to the principal’s office.

Parents
Encourage your children throughout the musical learning process.  I believe that personal qualities needed to succeed are:  A Positive Attitude, Hard Work, and Dedication.  They will find that these qualities will transfer over to being a success with anything in life, not just music.  I do not expect every one of my students to play professionally or teach music after graduation but I would hope that the skills of goal setting, team work, hard work, dedication, and discipline will stick with them long after they leave Central Junior High School.  

Website
You can find the band website at http://www.epd86.org/CJHS/band/.  It has posted all of the information handed out to the students, current service points, news, updated calendars, photos, and much more!  Please check the website frequently for changes in case items don’t make it home. 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss your student’s progress, please do not hesitate to email me:  newgardk@epd86.org.
SERVICE POINTS FOR FINE ARTS TRIP

Earn service points for the end of the year field trip in the following ways:

PERFORMANCES – After each performance, service points are automatically added:


Marching Band





150 points


Pep Assembly





  75 points


Concerts





150 points


IGSMA Band Contest




150 points


IMEA Auditions




100 points


IMEA District Band




200 points


Solo at Contest





250 points


Ensemble at Contest




150 points


Marching Band Camp 



 
  25 points (per day)



Summer Band Camp & Performance


  25 points (per day, per ensemble)


Scale Busters





  10 points (per scale)

Unexcused Absence from performance…………TRIPLE POINTS SUBTRACTED  

Not having instrument in class




 -25 points per day   

JAZZ CAFÉ WORKER




  25 points/hour
PRIVATE LESSONS (per lesson)



  25 points

   need letter from private teacher including number and length of lessons

SECTIONALS (per lesson)




  10 points

TUTORING (per lesson)




  10 points

SUMMER MUSIC CAMP (per week)



300 points

YOUTH SYMPHONY/YOUTH ORCHESTRA

300 points

SCHOOL CHOIR





100 points

     CHOICES Choir





 25 points

CHURCH CHOIR/ENSEMBLE



200 points


per year as a performer on a regular basis, letter needed from Church Choir Director

CONCERT ATTENDANCE (per concert)


  25 points


other than those in which you participate, need program or ticket stub


AUDITION SCORE





total score

SPECIAL SERVICE PROJECTS 



varies


Eg. Student music librarian


      Section leader–after school sectionals


SCHOOL MUSICAL





100 points

FUND RAISING 





$2.00 = 1 point

SUPPLEMENTS


Jazz Band Members




100 points


Students who play a secondary instrument

200 points


     to help balance instrumentation



PARENTS


Booster Meeting




  25 points (per parent)


State Track Fundraiser/Jazz Cafe


  50 points (per hour, per parent/student)




Plant Sale





  50 points (per hour, per parent/student)




Chaperone





  50 points (per parent)


Washing Band Polos




  25 points


Concessions





  25 points each game

UNUSED BAND PASSES




100 points (each)



CONCESSIONS





  25 points per hour

2009-2010 Band Calendar
	Date
	Event
	Participating Ensemble/Student
	Location
	Time

	June/July
	
	
	
	

	31-Aug
	Music Booster Meeting
	All music parents invited
	CJHS Band Room
	6:30pm

	September
	
	
	

	11-Sep
	Band Instrument Try-Outs
	5th grade students
	Lincoln  
	9:00am

	 
	 
	 
	Glendale
	10:00am

	 
	 
	 
	Bolin  
	11:00am  

	12-Sep
	Marigold Festival Parade
	All 7-8th grade band members
	Pekin
	10:00am 

	15-Sep
	Instrument Try-Outs Take 2
	5th grade students
	CJHS Band Room
	4:00-6:00pm

	17-Sep
	Beginning Band Sign Up with Kidder Music
	5th grade students
	CJHS Gym
	4:00-7:00pm

	TBA
	Perform at Halftime with High School
	All 7-8th grade band members
	Eastside Center
	7:30pm

	28-Sep
	Music Booster Meeting
	All music parents invited
	CJHS Band Room
	6:30pm

	October
	
	
	
	

	? 7-Oct
	Homecoming Parade
	All 7-8th grade band members
	Home-EP
	1:30pm

	12-Oct
	IMEA Auditions
	Selected 7-8th grade band members
	Porta High School
	All day

	TBA
	Band Festival
	Concert Band Members (6th Grade)
	EPCHS
	TBA

	26-Oct
	Music Booster Meeting
	All music parents invited
	CJHS Band Room
	6:30pm

	November
	
	
	
	

	7-Nov
	IMEA Concert Festival 
	NA
	Western Illinois University
	2:00pm

	? 7-Nov
	Veteran's Day Parade
	All 7-8th grade band members
	East Peoria
	1:30pm

	21-Nov
	IMEA Jazz Festival
	NA
	Rochester High School
	2:00pm

	30-Nov
	Music Booster Meeting
	All music parents invited
	CJHS Band Room
	6:30pm

	December
	
	
	
	

	3-Dec
	CJHS Band/Choir Christmas Concert
	6,7,8th grade band & choir members
	CJHS Gym
	6:30pm

	7-Dec
	Beginning Band Christmas Concert
	Beginning Band Students
	Glendale Gym      rehearsal
	9:30-11:00am

	 
	 
	 
	performance
	6:30pm

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	

	Date
	Event
	Participating 
Ensemble/Student
	Location
	Time

	January
	
	
	
	

	25-Jan
	Music Booster Meeting
	All music parents invited
	CJHS Band Room
	6:30pm

	February
	
	
	
	

	12-Feb
	Dunlap Jazz Festival
	Jazz Band I
	Dunlap High School
	TBA - evening

	22-Feb
	Music Booster Meeting
	All music parents invited
	CJHS Band Room
	6:30pm

	27-Feb
	IGSMA Band Organizational (Contest)
	All 7-8th grade band members
	Morton High School
	TBA

	27-Feb
	IGSMA Jazz Band I Organizational (Contest)
	Jazz Band I  
	Morton High School
	TBA

	March
	
	
	
	

	7-Mar
	IGSMA Solo and Ensemble Rehearsal
	6,7,8th grade band solo & ensemble participants
	Free Methodist Church
	2:00pm

	12-Mar
	IGSMA Solo and Ensemble   
	6,7,8th grade band solo & ensemble participants
	ICC
	Varies per student

	22-Mar
	Music Booster Meeting
	All music parents invited
	CJHS Band Room
	6:30pm

	April
	
	
	
	

	16-Apr
	Jazz Café
	Jazz I/Jazz II
	CJHS Gym
	7:00pm-10:00pm

	24-Apr
	Contest at Dunlap
	All 7-8th grade band members
	 
	TBA

	 
	 
	Jazz Band I
	 
	TBA

	26-Apr
	Music Booster Meeting
	All music parents invited
	CJHS Band Room
	6:30pm

	May
	
	
	
	

	4-May
	CJHS Band Spring Concert & Awards
	6,7,8th grade band members
	CJHS Gym
	6:30pm

	7-May
	Plant/Flower Pick Up
	 
	Lincoln Gym
	3:30-7:00pm

	11-May
	Beginning Band/Choir Spring Concert
	Beginning Band & Choir Students
	CJHS Gym              rehearsal
	9:00-11:00am

	 
	 
	 
	performance
	6:30pm

	21-May
	State Track Parking
	Parent volunteers
	Eastside Center
	11:00-2:00pm

	22-May
	State Track Parking
	Parent volunteers
	Eastside Center
	7:00-10:00am

	24-May
	8th Grade Graduation
	6-7th grade band members
	EPCHS
	6:00pm

	TBA
	Arts in the Park
	All 7-8th grade band members
	Peoria
	TBA

	TBA
	Symphonic Band Tour
	All 7-8th grade band members
	Bolin, Glendale, Lincoln, 
	TBA


**********Please Sign and Return by 8-31-09**********
I have read and understood the Central Junior High School Band Handbook for the 2009-2010 school year.

Student’s Name (printed)_________________________________________________

Student’s Signature________________________Grade_____Instrument____________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature______________________________Date____________

Contact Information
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name(s): _____________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________

Home Phone Number: ___________________________________________________

Cell Phone Number: ____________________________________________________
Work Phone Number: ___________________________________________________
Parent’s Email Address: _________________________________________________

Alternative Email Address: _______________________________________________
May I use pictures of this student to put on the CJHS band website? Y/N ___________









Spring Semester








6

